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Note from the Secretary General 

Dear Members, 

The European Parliament‘s 

term of office is coming to 

an end with the final ple-

nary scheduled for mid 

April. And it will be an im-

portant plenary for ESA! 

The parliament is set to vote its first reading 

resolutions on the plant health and official 

controls regulations. While the plant health 

text does contain provisions for seed (plant 

reproductive material or ‘PRM’), the official 

controls text is still excluding seed from its 

scope. We are trying hard with a number of 

other food chain organisations to re-

introduce PRM in this part of the package. 

Moreover, on plant health, we hope to re-

move the proposed reversed import strate-

gy championed by France and Spain as this 

would be much more complicated for our 

sector than the original Commission ap-

proach. While we do have some good sup-

port on both issues, the votes will surely be 

tight. We hope that specifically our national 

associations can still win over some MEPs to 

our arguments and proposals. 

As regards the proposal for a new seed law 

itself, following the rejection by the EP in 

first reading, the Council is currently contin-

uing its work and we hope to get more clari-

ty on the intentions of Member States and 

Commission overt the coming weeks. But 

we can be quite certain that seed marketing 

will be addressed again by the new parlia-

ment, whether on the base of the current or 

a revised Commission proposal. It will be 

important to prepare well for a likely much 

more politicised debate over the coming 

months and we have started this process by 

first discussions in our responsible Working 

Groups, Committee and also the Board. At 

the same time, we will continue to work for 

the many smaller, yet very important tech-

nical improvements of the seed law that 

have been defined by the ESA membership 

throughout the whole process of evaluation 

and finally our assessment of the Commis-

sion proposal. An important element of our 

outreach and advocacy will of course be 

communication! As you will read in this 

Newsletter, Katharina Bednarz who worked 

on setting up our social media presence and 

on modernising our communication in style 

and tone is leaving ESA at the end of March. 

I am convinced that with Ana Silva we have 

been able to recruit a very competent and 

motivated communication expert to contin-

ue our efforts and here specifically the re-

vamp of our website, a project which has 

already started and shall be concluded in 

summer. Next to specific efforts in external 

communications, we will also try to further 

improve our exchange with you, the ESA 

membership. We know that at times we 

throw a lot of material at you and that 

deadlines for responses are short and re-

quests for actions are immediate. We will 

do our best to facilitate this as much as pos-

sible. In this Newsletter, you will also have 

extensive coverage of the ESA workshop on 

access and benefit sharing held in Brussels 

in March. Based on the outcome of this 

workshop and further guidance obtained by 

our Board and together with the national 

associations and all our (common) mem-

bers, the Secretariat will put a very strong 

focus on developing our input into the up-

coming negotiations.  

With the implementation of the Nagoya 

protocol in EU law, we have to do our best 

to safeguard and further extend our pre-

ferred and alternative system, the FAO In-

ternational Treaty for Plant Genetic Re-

sources. This will come at a cost to the in-

dustry. But as the workshop clearly showed, 

a functioning FAO system will put much less 

financial and organisational strain on com-

panies than the alternative CBD-based ap-

proach. 

With best regards, 

Garlich von Essen 
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Internal meetings (selected) 
 

 03-04/04/2014 

ESTA in Austria,  Vienna (AT) 

 09-10/04/2014 

ESA SOF Meeting, Prague (CZ) 

 23/04/2014 

WG Mobile cleaners conference call 

 25/04/2014 

ESA Vision Document conference call 

 28/04/2014 

ESA Vision Document Event, Brussels 

(BE) 

 29/04/2014 

ESTA Dust WG Meeting, Brussels (BE) 

External meetings (selected) 
 

 01/04/2014 

Forum for Agriculture, Brussels (BE) 

 02/04/2014 

Ciopora AGM, The Hague (NL) 

 03/04/2014 

EOA General Assembly, Brussels (BE) 

 04/04/2014 

AG SCOFCAH Meeting, Brussels (BE) 

 07/04/2014 

DG SANCO Conference on Bee Health, 

Brussels (BE) 

 07-08/04/2014 

UPOV TC, Geneva (CH) 

 08/04/2014 

SPS Market Access Group, Brussels 

(BE) 

 10/04/2014 

RSI Conference, Brussels (BE) 

Every End is a new Beginning: New 

Communication Manager to start 1 April 

After slightly over two years in the 

position of Manager Communica-

tions, I’d like to take the oppor-

tunity to say thank you for an in-

teresting, challenging and certain-

ly unique experience to reinforce 

the plant breeding’s communica-

tion efforts on European level. As 

ESA’s first Manager Communica-

tion the tasks very certainly mani-

fold: Raising awareness of plant 

breeding related matters to politi-

cians, strengthening media rela-

tions, enhance digital communica-

tion, website optimization to 

name only a few. Even though the 

journey is clearly ongoing and far 

from completed, I hope together 

with the WG Communication to 

have contributed to a more tar-

geted and more regular commu-

nication towards important stake-

holders which I am sure my suc-

cessor Ana will continue to work 

on.  

Here are a few lines on Ana: 

Ana is Portuguese and holds a BA 

in Journalism & Communication 

Science and a MA in Development 

Studies. She started her career in 

Brussels in 2009 and has since 

then worked in the area of com-

munications not only in Brussels 

but also in Germany and Portugal. 

Ana specialises in online and digi-

tal communication, especially so-

cial media. Ana speaks fluent Por-

tuguese, English, Italian and Span-

ish with knowledge of French and 

German. 

She joins the team as of April 

2014 and ESA looks forward to a 

fruitful cooperation within the 

secretariat as well as our mem-

bership. (KB) 
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Outcomes of  the ESA Workshop on Access and Benefit-Sharing 

On March 12 & 13 the workshop 

organised for ESA members on the 

topic of access and benefit-sharing 

took place in Brussels with a partici-

pation of over 50 ESA members and 

with the contribution of a number of 

external speakers. The event started 

up on March 12 with a seminar part 

where the invited speakers contrib-

uted with their valuable presenta-

tions to setting the scene for the 

afternoon discussions. 

First, Dr Shakeel Bhatti, 

first secretary of the 

International Treaty on 

Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture 

gave a very complete 

overview on the func-

tioning of the Treaty and 

its Multilateral System 

as well as on the upcom-

ing international process 

that will address the 

question of financing of 

the Treaty. This presen-

tation was followed by a 

speech from Ms Heidi 

Banse from DG Environ-

ment of the European 

Commission who gave a 

comprehensive explanation of the 

new regulatory requirements which 

are soon going to enter into force 

with the EU’s regulation imple-

menting the Nagoya Protocol for the 

EU. In the second part of the morn-

ing four interveners with different 

backgrounds gave their points of 

view on what they think the role of 

the seed industry would be in the 

future enhancement and funding of 

the Treaty. First Dr Frank Begemann 

from Germany gave his personal 

views based on his experience in 

genebanks and public administra-

tion which was followed by a 

presentation from Dr John Wasswa 

Mulumba from Uganda who gave an 

interesting insight to the audience 

as to how the developing world is 

seeing the role of the industry. Later 

on, Mr François Meienberg from the 

Berne Declaration shared the NGO 

perspectives and the morning ses-

sion was concluded by a short sum-

mary of the seed industries own 

views presented by Anke van den 

Hurk, chair of the ESA working 

group on biodiversity. 

The afternoon session started with a 

brief presentation from Christoph 

Herrlinger (Syngenta) and Szonja 

Csörgő (ESA) providing a compara-

tive analysis of several scenarios 

which was meant as food for 

thought for the later discussions. 

The audience was then split into five 

small groups in which participants 

discussed all options presented in 

the preparatory documents and 

came up with some conclusion, prin-

ciples and ideas on how a future 

funding mechanism should look like. 

On the second day the rapporteurs 

of each group presented the conclu-

sions within their group to the ple-

nary which was followed by an open 

discussion with the aim of identify-

ing the principles workshop partici-

pants found key for creating and 

building a new funding mechanism 

on. As main conclusions 

participants of the 

event expressed their 

wish to maintain and 

further develop the 

Treaty and their readi-

ness and commitment 

to take financial en-

gagement to its sup-

port. It was clearly con-

cluded that the long-

term aim should be to 

ensure the functioning 

of the Treaty and find-

ing a future financing 

mechanism that is sim-

ple and fair and pro-

vides a win-win situa-

tion for both sides. The 

ESA Board also support-

ed these key conclusions in its 

meeting in the end of March. Fur-

ther details of ESA’s position are 

currently being elaborated and 

more information will be provided 

to ESA members in due course. 

The event had a high number of par-

ticipants, very fruitful discussions 

and great atmosphere and the ESA 

Secretariat is grateful for all partici-

pants, and in particular for the 

members of the working group bio-

diversity for their high commitment 

and active involvement. (SzCs) 
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ESTA Training Seminar in Poland 

On invitation of John Gilbert the SFG 

Board met on March 5 in Lincoln 

(UK) at the premises of Germinal 

Seeds GB. The Board discussed the 

status of the PRM package, different 

aspects of the new CAP regime and 

the impact of the Nagoya Protocol 

on seed companies. The SFG Board 

continued the discussion on a fact-

sheet for grasses and clovers. An 

update was given on the activities of 

the WG Monitoring of illegal activi-

ties. The group also discussed a pro-

posal to revise the CN codes for 

grasses and fodder crops and differ-

ent subjects in relation to the CPVO 

and OECD. Following a visit to the 

warehouses of Germinal Seeds the 

SFG Board enjoyed a dinner hosted 

by Germinal Seeds GB. The event 

took place in a constructive atmos-

phere and was well appreciated by 

all participants. (BS) 

On March 21, ESA and the Polish 

Seed Trade Association organised a 

training seminar on ESTA in Poznan. 

The purpose of this seminar was to 

provide the Polish Seed Trade sector 

with practical infor-

mation about the im-

plementation of the 

scheme.  

The ESTA Manager 

gave an introduction 

to the development of 

ESTA in relation to the 

European regulations 

on seed treatment. 

Additionally she gave 

the overview of the 

scheme focusing on its scope, its 

specific features and the way it will 

be implemented in Poland. A repre-

sentative of a company that is al-

ready ESTA certified presented the 

amendments his company had to 

make in order to get the ESTA certi-

fication and summarised the major 

findings of the audit. 

Two ESTA auditors made an intro-

duction on the ESTA checklist and its 

most important criteria from audi-

tors’ point of view.  

The presentations were followed by 

an interesting discussion on practi-

cal details on the implementation of 

ESTA by the Polish industry. ESA 

would like to thank the Polish Seed 

Trade Association for its support on 

the organisation of the workshop.  

(AK) 

SFG Board on 5-6 March - Lincoln (UK) 

SVOwic Meeting on 11 March - Brussels (BE) 

The working group integrated com-

panies of the SVO section met in 

Brussels on March 11. Some 40 par-

ticipants attended the meeting ad-

dressing issues relevant to Section 

regarding plant health, seed treat-

ment, rules & regulations, non-EU 

country ESA issues, the ESA Harmo-

nised disease Resistance Terminolo-

gy (HRT) tables for vegetables, Intel-

lectual property Rights and enforce-

ment, GMOs, communication on 

breeding techniques, product speci-

fications and various other issues.  

The participants enjoyed a pleasant 

joint AIB/ESA dinner the evening 

before. All and all the event took 

place in good atmosphere. The in-

creasing number of participants 

demonstrates the growing interest 

in the work of the ESA SVOwic. (BS)     
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Advisory Group Seeds Meeting on 13 March 

The Advisory Group Seeds met on 

March 13 in Brussels. The AGS con-

sists of representatives of breeders, 

farmers, trade and labour unions 

and is used by the Commission to 

exchange information in relation to 

seeds. ESA was represented by 

M.Gohn, P.Lesigne, D. Lor, Mrs 

Kafka and B.Scholte.  

Statistics: The AGS re-confirmed 

the need for having reliable statis-

tics for which the legal base recent-

ly has been cancelled. The Commis-

sion agreed to raise the issue in 

one of its Managements Com-

mittees as well as on the level of 

Eurostat.  

PRM: DG SANCO reported on the 

status of the revision of the pro-

posal regarding Plant Reproductive 

Material, Plant Health and Official 

Controls. The Commission is con-

sidering possible scenarios follow-

ing the rejection of the PRM pro-

posal by the European Parliament. 

It was also noted that the Council 

Working Group is making good pro-

gress in the discussion and also is 

considering reducing the number 

of secondary acts which could re-

sult in less flexibility.  

Organic production. The Commis-

sion reported on the revision of the 

EU legislation on organic produc-

tion which very likely will be strict-

er as today. Details could not be 

presented as long as the proposal is 

not published. It was noted that 

the proposal will be released on 

March 25.  

Plant Protection Products. The 

Commission informed on the re-

cently imposed ban on the use of 

certain neonicotinoids and the re-

vised draft guidance document. It 

was noted that requests to extend 

the transition period of the use of 

treated seed were denied. 

Common Catalogue for vegetables 

crops. The Commission informed 

that the Member States did not 

support the ESA proposal to have 

additional supplements to the CC 

for vegetables to solve the prob-

lems of delays.  The Commission 

will consider however the timing of 

the publication of the supplements 

in order to close the gap between 

July and January. 

Harmonised testing method for 

Glucosinolate in Oilseed rape. ESA 

has requested repeatedly for har-

monisation on this point. The Com-

mission informed that there was no 

legal base to oblige Member States 

to use a specific testing method. 

Therefore harmonisation can only 

be achieved voluntarily.  

Reduced purity standard for Spring 

Oilseed rape. The Commission had 

taken note of the ESA research pro-

ject in which it could be demon-

strated that there was no effect on 

the Glucosinolate level when re-

ducing the purity level. However 

Member States were concerned 

about the possible effect on Erucic 

acid. In this respect the Commis-

sion asked ESA for support.  

GMO. The Commission informed 

on the state of play regarding the 

authorisation of GMO’s in the EU. 

Due to lack of time the issue could 

not be discussed 

Implementation Nagoya Protocol. 

The Commission informed on the 

situation regarding access and the 

due diligence requirements for 

stakeholders. Again there was no 

time for questions. 

Overall the AGS meeting this time 

was rather disappointing as there 

was too little time for discussion. 

Nevertheless the AGS as such re-

mains to be important as it is one of 

the few possibilities for all stake-

holders as a group to exchange in-

formation with the Commission. (BS)  

On March 26/27 a workshop was 

organised by the European Oat Initi-

ative in Brussels. The event was 

attended by 24 participants repre-

senting research institutes, universi-

ties and breeding companies from 

different European countries and 

Canada. The meeting was set up to 

exchange information on different 

on-going research projects as well as 

the possibilities for additional pro-

jects under the Horizon 2020 pro-

gram. During the meeting I have in-

formed the group on the organisa-

tion, priorities and activities of ESA. I 

have  also informed the group that 

the main issue in oats is the relative 

high level of Farm Saved Seed (70-

80%) which reduces potential royal-

ty income and consequently also 

reduces possibilities for investment 

by private breeding companies. The 

conclusions of the event will be 

shared with the ESA Section on Ce-

reals and Pulses (SCP). The event 

was very likely the best protected 

event on oats ever due to the 

meeting of Barack Obama with the 

Commission at the other side of the 

street.  (BS) 

European Oat Initiative Workshop in Brussels 
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Bayer’s SeedGrowth Community celebrates “100 years of  innovation” 

In 1914, Bayer introduced its first 

branded seed applied product 

“Uspulun”. Commemorating this 

event, looking back on a century of 

new seed applied innovations and, 

most importantly, looking ahead on 

new trends and challenges, the glob-

al Bayer SeedGrowth celebrated 

“100 years of innovation” with a 

workshop and conference in Düssel-

dorf mid of March.  

As part of the conference, ESA’s Sec-

retary General was invited to pro-

vide a keynote speech on perspec-

tives, future needs and outlook of 

the seed industry for seed applied 

technologies, followed by a very ac-

tive and broad discussion which spe-

cifically underlined the importance 

of integrated solutions and combi-

nation of crop protection and ge-

netics from breeding to on-farm use. 

ESA congratulates Bayer on its 

achievements and is looking forward 

to future innovations in seed applied 

technologies! (vE) 

 

 

ESA and ASTA meet with Negotiators on TTIP in Washington 
 

Following the ISF spring meetings 

which were held in Alexandria, USA, 

just on the outskirts of Washington, 

ESA and ASTA made use of the op-

portunity and organised a joint 

meeting with the US Department for 

Trade and the EU Mission to the US 

to discuss the seed industry’s priori-

ties in relation to the current 

“Transatlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership” (TTIP) negotiations be-

tween the EU and the US. In prepa-

ration of the meeting, ESA and ASTA 

had already developed a joint posi-

tion paper outlining specifically im-

proved phytosanitary requirements 

and harmonised sampling and 

testing protocols for GM presence in 

conventional seed as common ob-

jectives. Furthermore, we also un-

derlined that national or regional 

regulations on breeding techniques 

would run counter to the objective 

of improving and facilitating the 

movement of seed as well as re-

sulting commodities. It was agreed 

to follow-up on this first discussion 

with a similar meeting in Europe 

later in 2014. (vE) 
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On 11 March, the European Innova-

tion Partnership on Agricultural 

productivity and sustainability (EIP-

AGRI) launched a new call for ex-

perts to join the proposed 4 new 

focus groups on: permanent grass-

land profitability, high nature value 

farming, fertiliser efficiency in open 

field horticulture and mainstream-

ing precision farming.   

The EIP-AGRI is a new policy instru-

ment of the European Commission 

to support innovation in agriculture, 

bringing research results closer to 

market and channelling practical on

-farm difficulties back into research 

objectives. ESA has been one of the 

stakeholders involved in setting the 

strategic priorities of the EIP, but it 

has been a very difficult discussion, 

with many conflicting stakeholder 

groups present and a clear over-

arching focus on agricultural prac-

tices and models with little market 

penetration. Instead of supporting 

technology and productive agricul-

ture, the EIP is largely oriented to-

wards the needs of minor crops and 

developing new agricultural mod-

els. The role of the focus groups is 

to advise the Commission on the 

type of research required to solve 

specific issues identified within each 

group and thematic. The call for 

applicants can be found here. (JP) 

Call for experts for European Focus Groups 

PRM rejected by European Parliament 

On 11 March, the European Parlia-

ment voted the rejection of the 

Plant Reproductive Material Regu-

lation in plenary. There were three 

votes. The first was asking MEPs 

whether they were in favour or 

against the Commission proposal, 

and an overwhelming majority vot-

ed against (15 for/ 650 against). The 

second vote was on the principle of 

rejecting the text of the Commis-

sion, and this was voted with 574 in 

favour/ 90 against. And finally, a 

last vote to conclude with such a 

rejection in first reading, and there-

by closing the file in Parliament, 

which was voted with 511 in favour 

to 136 against. There are many rea-

sons that can help explain why the 

text was rejected in the Parliament, 

but one of the main ones is due to 

the upcoming European elections 

and the high level of attention this 

file has received, notably due to a 

massive campaign led by several 

groups and targeting all MEPs. 

Although the ENVI and AGRI Com-

mittees had voted the 

rejection of the text, 

there was no clear 

indication from these 

Committees that Par-

liament should actual-

ly conclude its first 

reading position on a 

rejection. From a le-

gal point of view, it is 

not possible for the 

Parliament to reject a 

text at this stage of 

the process. Never-

theless, it means that the Parlia-

ment is putting a maximum pres-

sure on the entire Commission pro-

posal. 

So far, the Commission has indicat-

ed that it would not withdraw its 

proposal, also backed by Council 

which has signalled that it would 

continue to work on the basis of 

the Commission proposal. Howev-

er, it is clear that if the proposal 

does not change substantially 

ahead of a second reading between 

Parliament, Council and Commis-

sion, where both Council and Parlia-

ment need to agree on a final text 

within 3 months, it is very likely 

that the Parliament would reject a 

second time, and thereby formally 

end the co-decision process. Differ-

ent options for moving forward 

with this file were discussed at a 

meeting between Member State 

representatives on 26 March, but 

the outcome of that discussion is 

not yet clear. (JP) 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eip/focus-groups/call-3-publication_en.pdf
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CPVO Administrative Council - Nitra, Slovakia, March 18-19, 2014 

The spring meeting of the CPVO’s 

Administrative Council (AC) took 

place this year in Nitra, in the re-

public of Slovakia where Sz. Csörgő 

represented ESA. The main points 

of interest: 

Fees and costs: 

During the AC meetings of 2013 it 

was agreed that the CPVO would 

carry out several issues regarding 

costs and fees including an update 

of the cost calculation (i.e. the 

“remuneration” paid to examina-

tion offices) on the basis of which 

new examination fee levels would 

be proposed to be paid by the ap-

plicants for the examinations. The 

ultimate aim of this exercise is to 

arrive to a situation of 100% cost 

recovery which has always been the 

position ESA also supported. Under 

the current examination fee levels 

only 64% of the actual fees paid by 

the CPVO to the examination offices 

are recovered from the applicant. 

At the meeting the CPVO presented 

two alternative approaches to the 

AC for decision: to go directly to a 

situation of 100% cost recovery as 

of January 2015 which would mean 

quite high increases in the examina-

tion fees or to arrive to the ultimate 

objective of full cost recovery in a 

stepped approach by going to 85% 

as of January 2015 and moving to 

100% as of 2017. AC members sup-

ported the second option and de-

cided to go for 85% cost recovery as 

of 2015 and requested the CPVO to 

update the cost calculation again 

before the further move to 100% is 

done in 2017. It was also agreed 

that such increase in the examina-

tion fees should go hand in hand 

with a reduction of application and/

or annual fees for which the CPVO 

will prepare a proposal for spring 

2015. 

Direct financial relationship: 

Linked to the topic of 100% recov-

ery of examination fees the idea of 

having a direct financial relationship 

between the applicants and exami-

nation offices was raised and was 

supported by ESA. A document out-

lining the possible advantages and 

disadvantages of moving to such a 

system was presented to the AC. 

Following some discussion the clear 

conclusion was that no AC members 

have seen advantages in moving to 

a direct financial relationship and 

therefore this item has been now 

abandoned and will not come back 

on the agenda. 

Remuneration of the members of 

the CPVO Board of Appeal: 

The CPVO has presented a proposal 

to the AC to raise the level of remu-

neration paid to members of the 

Board of Appeal of the CPVO. Under 

the current system the payment 

level is lower than in other similar 

bodies and more importantly it 

does not take into account the 

eventual complexity of the cases. 

Since in the past years the experi-

ence has shown that the number of 

complex cases the Board  of Appeal 

has to deal with has grown it is seen 

appropriate to provide for a remu-

neration system which allows more 

reward for cases which require 

more work. Under the new system 

it will be possible to differentiate 

between simple and complex cases 

(depending on the number of par-

ties, number of legal grounds, diffi-

culty of the issues etc.) and will be 

possible to add 2 more days of work 

if a case is complex. Also the 

amount to be paid to members of 

the Board of Appeal per working 

day will be increased. The AC adopt-

ed the proposal.  

Seminar on the interface between 

patents and plant variety rights: 
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Seeds in the Media 

 

 

 

Agra Facts,  EP Plenary: Seed law sp at & 
stakeholder reaction, N. 19-14, pp. 2-3, 
12/03/2014 
 
Seed industry groups regretted Parliament’s 
rejection of Commission plans, saying they 
failed to use their co-decision powers 
“constructively”, while environmental groups 
agreed with their demands for “significantly 
improved proposals”. “The Parliament has 
given away an important opportunity to 
shape a new & modern seed law for breed-
ers, seed producers & farmers in Europe”, 
Garlich von Essen, Secretary General of the 
European Seed Association (ESA), said. Von 
Essen slammed their use of arguments which 
he said were not relevant to the reform. “ 
 
Please contact the ESA Secretariat for the full 
article. 
 
 
Seed Week, EU Parliament fails to agree on 
seed law, 11/03/2014 
 
Following a debate in plenary earlier this 
week, the European Parliament concluded its 
first reading of the Commission’s proposal for 
a modernization of the EU’s seed law without 
putting forward any concrete amendments. 
“The European Parliament has given away an 
important opportunity to shape a new and 
modern seed law for breeders, seed produc-
ers and farmers in Europe,” says Garlich von 
Essen, secretary general of the European 
Seed Association. “For the first time, the Eu-
ropean Parliament had true co-decision pow-
er in this policy area. It’s a pity that it has 
failed to use it constructively.” 
 
 
 
Agra Europe, Updated: MEPs vote to scrap 
proposed seed law overhaul, 11/03/2014 
 
The European Parliament voted against a 
proposed seed law overhaul in plenary in 
Strasbourg today (March 11), shooting down 
a European Commission proposal for a legis-
lative reform. 
ESA would have liked MEPs to go further, 
arguing that the Parliament had "given away" 
an important opportunity to shape a new and 
modern seed law for breeders, seed produc-
ers and farmers in Europe. 
"For the first time the Parliament had true co-
decision power in this policy area. It is a pity 

The CPVO is proposing to organize 

a seminar on the above subject in 

the near future. A draft program 

has been presented to the AC in 

this respect however it was decid-

ed not to organize this seminar in 

conjunction with the next AC 

meeting (in October 2014) but 

rather to postpone it for 2015 

hoping that by that time a deci-

sion from the Enlarged Board of 

Appeal of the European Patent 

Office on the currently pending 

Broccoli and Tomatoes II cases 

might be adopted bringing more 

to discuss during such a seminar. 

Quality Audit Service: 

Regarding entrustment recom-

mendations, a number of new 

recommendations have been pre-

sented to the AC and were adopt-

ed. Interestingly it was also men-

tioned that for the first time a so-

called surveillance visit took place 

at OEVV (Spain) because some 

doubts have arose regarding the 

quality of some test results pro-

duced by the examination office 

in relation to potatoes. The sur-

veillance visit confirmed that the 

reference collection of the office 

was inadequate and the test re-

sults produced based on the ref-

erence collection thus were not 

reliable. The proposal of the qual-

ity audit team was to entrust the 

office for potatoes only once the 

shortcomings in the reference 

collection are overcome. The AC 

agreed to this proposal. 

At the AC meeting of October 

2013 an ad-hoc working group 

was created to discuss the ques-

tion of financing the quality audits 

and to come up with proposals 

for the future. Since the quality 

audit system has been set up the 

program has been financed by the 

general CPVO budget and the 

working group was supposed to 

look into options whereby the 

audited examination offices 

would pay (partly of fully) for the 

audits carried out. Based on the 

proposals of the working group 

the CPVO suggested three op-

tions: 50%; 66% or 100% of the 

audit costs to be paid by the au-

dited examination office. Alt-

hough most AC members were in 

favor of adopting the proposal of 

50% recovery since it was seen 

that this matter is at least partially 

linked to the PRM proposal 

whereby the same audit system 

would become obligatory in re-

spect of listing as well, it was 

agreed to postpone decision on 

this matter until there is maybe 

more clarity on what is happening 

with the PRM file. Therefore the 

item was postponed until the next 

cost calculation exercise (2015). 

CPVO policy on the status of plant 

material used for DUS testing pur-

poses: 

This document has already been 

discussed in several previous 

CPVO meetings and ESA has pro-

vided comments to it which have 

been taken over to a large extent. 

The document was now adopted 

by the AC. It provides the guiding 

principles the CPVO is applying 

and is proposing examination 

offices to apply in their practice of 

handling plant material used for 

DUS testing purposes. 

The AC meeting was followed by a 

half-day seminar on March 19 

organized by the Slovak breeders’ 

association where the main topics 

of discussion were FSS and dis-

ease resistance characteristics in 

mailto:secretariat@euroseeds.org
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vegetable DUS examination. On 

behalf of ESA Sz. Csörgő gave a 

presentation on ESA’s position 

on the FSS-related provisions of 

the CPVR regulation and on the 

current situation in FSS royalty 

collection systems in the EU. The 

seminar was well attended both 

by AC members and breeders.  

The next meeting of the AC will 

take place in October 2014 in 

Brussels.  (SzCs) 

 

that it has failed to use it constructively, not 
least in view of all the work that has been 
done by many MEPs since May last year and 
the many concrete proposals they developed," 
said ESA Secretary General Garlich von Essen. 
He cited a "massive campaign of misinfor-
mation and allegations" discrediting the Com-
mission's proposal as well as the entire Euro-
pean seed sector - which he felt played a role 
in the vote. 
"It is obvious that the rejection is also strongly 
motivated by the fact that the EP's term is 
coming to an end next month and that MEPs 
felt that more time is needed for discussion 
than what was still available," said the ESA 
chief. Von Essen would have instead preferred 
that the Parliament made a series of amend-
ments for the Council, but instead they chose 
to request for its withdrawal. 
 
The article is available under subscription only. 
For the full text, please contact the  
ESA Secretariat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agra Europe, More funds needed for EU plant 
breeding research, num. 2006, 04/03/2014 
 
MEPs adopted a resolution last week asking 
the European Commission to enhance efforts 
to improve the overall framework for plant 
breeding research in the EU. ESA welcomed 
the resolution hoping that the attention the 
report will bring to “this very strategic sector” 
is an opportunity to start an “informed and 
constructive debate” on the value and role of 
plant breeding in the EU.  
“Without an effective and competitive plant 
breeding sector, we seriously reduce our op-
tions to respond to agricultural and societal 
demands”, said ESA Secretary General Garlich 
von Essen. “We look forward to taking up 
some of the recommendations contained in 
the report and continuing this debate with the 
European Parliament.”  
 
The article is available under subscription only. 
For the full text, please contact the ESA Secre-
tariat. 

Seeds in the Media 

FAO Workshop on national PGRFA 

strategies – Rome, 4 - 6March 42014 

In the beginning of March the 

FAO organised a 3 day workshop 

to discuss national PGRFA strate-

gies and options for a global net-

work of in situ conservation and 

on farm management with a 

group of experts and relevant 

stakeholders. The seed sector – 

being part of the PGRFA man-

agement continuum - also re-

ceived an invitation to this work-

shop where Sz. Csörgő 

participated. The first two days 

participants discussed in small 

groups how to best provide 

guidelines for countries for 

developing their own national 

PGRFA strategies while on the 

last day the workshop focussed 

on a different, namely to find 

options how best in situ 

conservation and on farm 

management activities in the 

different parts of the globe can 

be best linked together in some 

kind of a network. Based on the 

outcomes of the workshop the 

FAO will further elaborate on 

both topics and the results will 

be presented to the next PGRFA 

meeting of the Commission on 

Genetic Resources later this 

year. (SzCs)   

Commission Expert Group on  

Patenting and Biotechnology  

The Expert Group, in which 

Szonja Csörgő is a member 

representing ESA, by now has 

had three meetings and two 

major topics which are dealt 

with are: stem cells and plant-

related patent matters. It has 

been decided that the group 

will work in sub-groups and 

therefore two sub-groups have 

been created at the last 

meeting focusing on the above 

two core subjects. Agendas and 

summary minutes of the 

meetings are going to be 

published on the following 

website: http://ec.europa.eu/

transparency/regexpert/

index.cfm?

do=groupDetail.groupDetail&gr

oupID=2973&NewSearch=1&N

ewSearch=1 (please click on 

“additional information”) and 

further information related to 

the Directive 98/44 is available 

and being updated here: http://

ec.europa.eu/internal_market/

indprop/invent/index_en.htm. 

(SzCs)  
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Crop of  the Month for April: Sugarbeet 

The next ESA Newsletter will be published on 30.04.2014 

News from members 

 
Plant Variety Protection Course 2014 
 
Naktuinbouw has developed, in close co-
operation with Centre for Development 
Innovation, Wageningen UR the 17th Plant 
Variety Protection Course which will be held 
from 16th to 27th June 2014 in the 
Netherlands. The course aims at facilitating 
the introduction and practical implementation 
of Plant Breeders' Rights (Plant Variety 
Protection) in countries where legislation on 
this matter is being developed, has recently 
been passed, or who are considering to 
develop a system. The application deadline is 
18 April 2014 and more information are availa-
ble here:  
www.naktuinbouw.nl/en/nieuws/deadline-
application-pvp-course-2014-om-18th-april-
2014 
 
Plant Genomics Congress in London (UK) 
 
Organised by GlobalEngage, the 2nd Plant Ge-
nomics Congress is taking place on 12th & 13th 
May 2014 in London, UK. Over two days the 
event will attract over 250 industry & academ-
ic experts working in areas such as Plant sci-
ences/ Next generation sequencing, genomics, 
epigenetics , bioinformatics and data manage-
ment. The conference will examine the latest 
NGS platforms and technologies suitable for 
progressing plant based research as well as 
tools to enable successful analysis. Opportuni-
ty to present a poster is also available.  An Ear-
ly Bird discount is available at the moment.  
For any other information on the event, please 
click on the following link.  
 
New EFSA’s Executive Director nominated 
 
After a recruitment procedure following the 
departure in September 2013 of Catherine 
Geslain-Lanélle, EFSA Management Board has 
nominated Dr Bernhard Url as EFSA’s Executive 
Director. As part of the appointment proce-
dure, Dr Url will make a statement before 
members of the European Parliament’s ENVI 
Committee on 14 April 2014 in Strasbourg (FR), 
and answer any questions they may have. 
The European Parliament will subsequently 
submit its opinion on the appointment to the 
European Commissioner for Health and Con-
sumer Policy, Tonio Borg, and to the chair of 
EFSA’s Management Board, Sue Davies, which 
is taken into consideration before the Board 
makes its final decision on the appointment. 

From October 12 to 14 , ESA European Seed Associa-

tion will hold its 2014 Annual Meeting and the Euro-

pean Seed Trade Meeting in Lisbon, Portugal.              

Please register via this website as of April 1st :                             

https://esa.conceptum.eu/ 

Registration for the ESA Annual      

Meeting 2014 starts 1st April 

1. Sugarbeets are descended 

from wild sea beets. 

2. Sugar, as we know it, was first 

used by man as early as 510 

BC by the Emperor Darius. He 

called it the "reed which gives 

honey without bees." 

3. Sugarbeets were first identi-

fied in 1741, but were not suc-

cessfully harvested for sugar 

until much later. 

4. The first sugar factory in the 

US was built in Massachusetts in the late 1830s and the first 

successful beet sugar venture began in 1879 in California. 

5. Up until the 1500s, sugar was so expensive it was used in small 

amounts as medicine and to sweeten wine, but not in food. 

6. During WWII, you could only buy 4 oz. of sugar a week. To dis-

courage people from buying more sugar, the government be-

gan the myth that sugar caused hyperactivity. 

7. Our great-great-grandmothers used sugar to starch their petti-

coats. 

Interesting facts: 
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